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inhabitants, could hardly have been filthier, and to
complete one's disgust an oil engine was making the
beautiful evening hideous with its incessant hiccuping.
The people who came out to meet us complained bitterly
of it: they could not hear themselves speak: it was near
the school and made teaching difficult, and it went on
till midnight and disturbed their rest. An old fort built
in the eighteenth century by some Muhammadan free-
booter gives a certain character to this derelict spot.
We are 'now almost past Kasauli and look straight up
to the Chor (i 1,982 feet), first seen a week ago from
the hills above Una. It looked most beautiful in the
evening light as the flame of the setting sun passed for
a moment over its snowy crest.

[13 MILES]

December i%th. MANAULI to MUBARIKPUR

Rajputs Our way to-day lay along the worst roads that we have
*** so far traversed, and at one point disappeared under

Par dak water for IOO yards. \ was accompanied by a Sikh
sufedposh and a Muhammadan Rajput. Talk turned
on the employment of women. In the last two or three
years they have taken to weaving dhurries, girdles
(azdrbancT), towels, and pillow cases; for since they gave
up grinding, they have plenty of time, and weavers'
labour is much dearer than it was. The Rajput women,
being in pardah, have too much time: they churn, cook,
wash, and spin, and then sit idle. There is no sign yet
of pardah breaking down. All the Rajputs I have talked
to agree in this. But two Rajputs I saw later admitted
that the only thing that kept Muhammadan women in
pardah was the belief that it was enjoined by religion;
but for this they would soon come out, because it was
so difficult for women in pardah to be healthy. As one
of the Rajputs said: 'We are five brothers and five
workers in the fields; but if there were no pardah, we
should be ten workers, and there would be some one to